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Council  Offices, 

Biddulph. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BIDDULPH 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1957,  during  which  year — on 
February  1st — I became  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  predecessor 
having  served  you  for  16  years. 

The  population  increased  during  the  year  to  over  thirteen  thousand, 
but  the  annual  increase  of  population  is  decreasing.  The  annual  increase 
over  the  last  few  years  has  been  170  in  1953,  630  in  1954,  870  in  1955, 
330  in  1956  and  190  in  1957.  Probably  the  main  cause  of  this  is  the 
completion  of  the  Council’s  main  housing  programme. 

The  birth  rate  has  again  risen,  by  27  births,  to  284,  and  the  crude 
birth  rate  of  21.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  the  highest  since  1948. 
The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  20.3  per  1,000  is  again  considerably  higher  than 
the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  16.1 — itself  the  highest  rate  since 
1949. 

It  is  interesting  here  to  note  the  high  illegitimacy  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1957 — 46  of  every  1,000  births  were  illegitimate  i.e.,  nearly 
1 in  20.  The  problem  of  the  unm.arried  mother  is  a matter  of  national 
concern. 

Stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  were  high  in  1957 — both  were  twice 
those  of  the  previous  year.  Adequate  ante-natal  care  can  prevent  some 
stillbirths,  but  many  of  the  infant  deaths  cannot  be  avoided. 

Hie  total  number  of  deaths  was  well  within  the  usual  figure  for 
Biddulph,  but  is  again  a little  higher  than  the  national  rate. 

The  much  discussed  cancer  of  the  lung  killed  two  males — young  men 
in  their  forties.  A statement  was  given  to  the  Council  in  June  that  there 
was  conclusive  evidence  that  smoking,  particularly  cigarette  smoking,  gave 
a greater  risk  of  contracting  this  disease. 

Tuberculosis  killed  two  persons — one  a woman  of  28  never  diagnosed 
until  literally  the  end.  This  surely  provides  a good  argument  for  an  annual 
lung  Xray. 

A small  number  of  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  gave  some  concern 
during  the  year,  for  this  authority  and  the  County  Council  have  no  control 
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over  the  actual  production  conditions  of  milk.  This  responsibility  lies  with 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  through  their  Regional 
Milk  Production  Officer. 

The  notification  of  infectious  disease  increased  in  1957,  due  mainly 
to  measles.  Four  cases  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurred,  however,  one 
of  which  had  been  previously  inoculated  against  this  disease.  Probably  this 
inoculation  resulted  in  the  child  developing  a non-paralytic  type.  Food 
poisoning  was  present  during  the  year,  but  was  mild  and  affected  only  three 
separate  families. 

In  September,  there  occurred  a widespread  outbreak  of  illness  affect- 
ing all  ages  of  the  population,  though  mainly  school  children  at  first.  Over 
50%  of  children  were  absent  at  some  local  schools,  and  in  the  ^local 
industries  there  was  an  increase  of  up  to  60%  in  the  degree  of  absenteeism. 
Asian  influenza  was  probably  responsible  for  a proportion  of  these 
cases.  The  epidemic  finished  in  early  October. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  improved  in  1957 — 32.4%  of  infants  approxi- 
mately were  immunised  compared  to  17.6%  in  1956.  Vaccination  against 
smallpox  also  improved— to  13.3%  of  infants,  from  4%  in  1956.  Both 
levels,  however,  are,  in  my  opinion,  too  low  to  give  adequate  protection 
of  the  community. 

The  welfare  of  old  people  was  considered  during  the  year  on  the 
suggestion  that  a warning  call  system  might  be  usefully  installed  in  the 
Council’s  old  people’s  bungalows.  No  action  was  taken,  however. 

The  health  department  persuaded  a lady  of  75,  in  need  of  hospital 
care  and  attention,  to  agree  to  hospital  admission..  She  was  admitted  in 
July,  and  died  one  week  later. 

Home  accident  prevention  is  important  particularly  for  the  young  and 
the  old.  During  National  Safety  First  Week,  4th-9th  November,  various 
measures  were  taken  to  try  to  cut  down  the  number  of  accidents,  which 
nationally  kill  more  people  in  the  home  than  on  the  roads.  School  com- 
petitions and  lectures  were  held,  and  it  was  arranged  with  the  Gas  Board 
that  gas  appliances  of  old  people  living  alone  should  be  tested.  Posters 
were  also  exhibited. 

The  County  Council’s  intention  to  build  an  infant  welfare  centre  on 
the  Park  Lane  estate  reached  a more  definite  stage  during  the  year  by  their 
consideration  of  purchase  of  a site.  Other  County  matters  of  interest  in 
1957  were  the  storage  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  in  the  Council’s  Offices,  and 
pressure  by  the  Urban  District  Council  for  a new  ambulance  station. 
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Industry  entered  the  field  of  the  Council  in  two  ways  in  1957.  In 
July  the  Council  attempted  to  zone  70  acres  of  land  as  an  industrial  site 
but  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Ministry  if  Agriculture  would  not  agree. 
In  August  the  National  Coal  Board  commenced  opencast  mining  in  the  New 
Pool  area. 

During  September,  an  inspection  was  done  by  me  on  the  various 
unsewered  areas  of  Biddulph — Whitemoor,  Whitegates,  Pool  Fold,  Grange 
area,  Bailey’s  Hill  and  Biddulph  Moor.  It  was  recommended  that  the 
Council  provide  sewerage  facilities  for  Pool  Fold,  Grange  area,  Bailey’s 
Hill  and  Biddulph  Moor. 

The  difficulty  is  not  a technical  one,  but  a financial  one.  From  the 
health  view  point  raising  the  rates  for  such  a purpose  would  be  justified. 

Sewerage  occupied  the  Council’s  mind  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
due  to  the  difficulties  of  sludge  disposal.  This  is  a national  problem  and  one 
most  difficult  to  solve. 

The  question  of  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  supply  is  continually 
with  us.  Considerable  improvements  in  equipment  were  provided  in  1957, 
but  the  water  hardening  and  new  chlorination  system  were  not  yet  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  scheme  for  providing  Congleton  Edge 
with  mains  water  was  approved  in  principle  in  June.  The  Troughstones 
area  supply  was  improved  in  1957.  The  regrouping  and  possible  union  of 
water  undertakings  was  considered  in  1957,  as  a result  of  inquiries  from 
the  Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Board,  but  no  action  v/as  taken.  There  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  water  supplies  in  general  will  be  “ nationalised  ” — a 
good  thing  if  the  quality  is  maintained  and  sale  price  reasonable. 

The  subject  of  clean  water  has  been  considered — the  subject  of  clean 
air  obviously  follows.  The  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  v/ere 
considered  by  the  Council  in  July  and  it  was  resolved  that  no  action  be 
taken  at  present.  Various  ill  informed  opinions  were  expressed  on  the 
subject.  I hope  that  in  due  course  the  Council  will  see  its  way  to 
investigating  the  great  possibilities  of  this  Act  in  promoting  health. 

Clean  meat  constantly  occupies  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  time — in 
Biddulph  a 100%  inspection  of  meat  killed  here  is  carried  out.  In  August, 
recommended  minimum  standards  of  construction,  layout  and  equipment 
in  slaughterhouses  were  produced  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food.  These  were,  however,  not  obligatory,  but  legislation  is  pending. 

A subject  deserving  mention  in  this  annual  report  is  the  new  street 
lighting  scheme,  commenced  in  September,  whereby  120  new  electric  light- 
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ing  points  are  to  be  installed  on  the  Potteries-Congleton  Road  (A. 527)  and 
58  gas  lamps  rendered  redundant  on  A. 527  are  to  be  resited  throughout  the 
district.  Good  amenities  can  promote  health. 

Housing  provided  some  interest  during  the  year,  mainly  as  regards 
slum  clearance.  Five  closing  orders  and  three  demolition  orders  were  made 
and  one  undertaking  not  to  relet  was  accepted  by  the  Council.  The 
clearance  order  made  by  the  Council  on  property  in  the  High  Street  was 
withdrawn  in  April  by  the  Council  because  of  a successful  appeal  to  the 
Minister  by  the  owner  on  planning  grounds  for  permission  to  convert  the 
vacant  houses  into  business  premises.  A Ministry  of  Housing  hearing  on  a 
proposed  clearance  area  in  Gillow  Heath  consisting  of  4 houses  was  held 
on  30th  October,  1957  and  the  area  was  confirmed  on  20th  December,  195'^.  , 
The  Brown  Lees  Road  Clearance  Area  comprising  8 houses  was  confirmed  by 
the  Minister  on  6th  December,  1957,  no  objection  by  the  owners  having 
been  made.  At  the  end  of  1957,  18  unfit  properties  remained  to  be  dealt 
with. 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  operation  on  6th  July,  1957.  This 
Act  is  designed  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  rents,  possession  of  houses  and 
for  other  purposes  connected  herewith.  One  application  for  a certificate 
of  disrepair  was  received  but  was  not  issued  in  view  of  the  owners  under- 
taking to  carry  out  repairs. 

The  Housing  Act,  1957,  came  into  operation  on  1st  September,  1957. 
The  act  consolidated  the  enactments  relating  to  housing  with  the  exception 
of  certain  provisions  relating  to  financial  matters. 

I would  like,  on  concluding  this  report,  to  express  by  appreciation 
for  the  very  capable  and  willing  help  given  me  during  the  year  by  your 
Public  Health  Inspector,  including  the  preparation  of  Sections  D,  E and  F 
of  this  report. 

P.  G.  CANNON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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SECTION  A 


General  Statistics* 


1957* 

1956. 

Area  (in  acres)  

6,647 

6,647 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  home 
population  (all  ages)  

13,160 

12,970 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Rate  Book 
at  1st  April,  1958 

4,123 

4,074 

Number  of  persons  per  acre 

1.98 

1.95 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1957 

£78,941 

£77,246 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (estimated") 
for  financial  year  1957/8 

£326.485 

£320.679 

Vital  Statistics* 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  births  143 

141 

284 

(Illegitimate  births)  (4) 

(2) 

(6) 

Illegitimacy  rate  21.1  per  1^000  live  births 

Illegitimacy  rate  (England  and  Wales)  46.0 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  21.6 

Adjusted  birth  rate  = 20.3  (Comparability  factor  0.94) 

Birth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 16.1  the  highest  rate  since  1949) 

Note  on  Adjusted  Birth  Rate* 

Local  birth  rates  are  usually  expressed  in  terms  of  population.  These 
populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  and  comprise  persons 
of  all  ages,  including  many  who  quite  obviously  have  no  influence  on  the 
reproductive  process.  These  latter  do,  however,  effect  the  birth  rate  in 
that  a preponderance  of  them  in  the  population  of  an  area  tends  to  lower, 
and  a small  proportion  of  them  to  raise,  the  true  rate.  Considerable  varia- 
tion in  the  size  of  this  proportion  exists  in  different  areas  and  it  is  there- 
fore apparent  that  the  elimination  of  standardisation  of  such  a factor  enables 
a truer  comparison  between  areas. 

A result  on  these  lines  is  obtained  through  the  issue  by  the  Registrar 
General  of  a comparability  factor  for  each  area  for  use  with  birth  rates. 
The  adjusted  birth  rate  resulting  from  the  multiplication  of  the  crude  birth 
rate  of  an  area  by  its  comparability  factor  may  be  regarded  as  being  com- 
parable with  the  adjusted  rate  of  any  other  area  or  with  the  crude  rate 
for  England  and  Wales. 
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Stillbirths 


Male  Female  Total 

6 6 12 
(Illegitimate)  (1)  (-)  (1) 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  = 40.5 
Stillbirth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 22.4 

NOTE. — The  number  of  stillbirths  does  not  alter  much  nationally  over 
the  years.  The  average  is  30  per  1,000  live  births.  The  main 
cause  is  difficult  labour.  Prevention  is  by  adequate  ante-natal  care. 


Maternal  mortality — Nil. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Infant  mortality 

(Deaths  under  1 year  of  age) 

9 

3 

12 

(Illegitimate) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  = 42.3 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 

23.0 

(The  lowest  annual  rate  ever  recorded 

in  this  country) 

Neonatal  mortality. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

(Death  of  infants  under  4 weeks) 

7 

3 

10 

(Illegitimate) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  = 35.2 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 

16.5 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deatlis — All  ages. 

74 

41 

115 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

= 8.7 

Adjusted  death  rate 

= 12.2 

(Comparability  factor  1.40) 

NOTE. — This  comparability  factor  is  obtained  and  used,  on  similar  principle 
to  that  for  comparability  factor  for  Births. 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 11.5 


Comparative  Statistics 


1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957 

Population  10,970  11,140  11,770  12,640  12,970  13,160 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  3,150  3,383  3,860  3,973  4,074  4,123 

No.  of  live  births  138  174  194  236  257  284 

Birth  rate  (crude)  13.8  15.62  16.48  18.7  19.8  21.6 

No.  of  stillbirths  5 4 11  9 6 12 

Maternal  mortality  — — — — — — 

No.  of  infant  deaths  3 5 5 14  5 12 

Infantile  mortality  rate  22  29  26  59  19.5  42.3 

No.  of  deaths  (all  ages)  107  97  112  114  112  115 

Death  rate  (crude)  9.73  8.71  9.51  9.01  8.6  8.7 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  1957 

Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  2 — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — - 2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  -™  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  4 5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  12  6 

Coronary  disease,  angina  10  6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 ~ 

Other  heart  disease  5 4 

Other  circulatory  disease  2 4 

Influenza  3 - — 

Pneumonia  1 2 

Bronchitis  7 2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2 — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  4 — 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 — 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 — 

Congenital  malformations  4 2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6 5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 — 

All  other  accidents  3 — 


74  41 


Total 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

9 

18 

16 

1 

9 

6 

3 

3 
9 
2 

4 
1 
2 
6 

11 

2 

3 

115 


NOTE  ON  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Tuberculosis. — The  two  deaths  were  in  a male  aged  63,  who  also  had 
silicosis j and  a female  aged  28,  in  whom  the  disease  had  not  been  previously 
diagnosed. 


Malignant  Disease  (cancer). — 17  deaths  were  due  to  this,  i.e.  14.8% 
of  all  deaths.  Cancer  of  the  lung  killed  two  men,  aged  41  and  48,  i.e.  11.8% 
of  all  cancer  deaths  and  1.7%  of  all  deaths. 


Heart  Disease. — Caused  26  deaths,  mainly  in  old  people,  i.e.  22.6% 
of  all  deaths. 


Influenza. — 3 deaths  only  occurred  due  to  this,  all  in  males,  aged  26, 
68  and  84.  The  two  older  deaths  were  only  indirectly  due  to  influenza,  for 
the  male  of  68  also  had  pneumoconiosis. 

Bronchitis. — 7.8%  of  all  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  (9  deaths). 


7 


Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea^—The  male  concerned  was  aged  3 
weeks. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. — The  two  deaths  were  in  males  aged  16  and 
46.  Both  occurred  while  motor  cycling. 

Other  acddiants. — These  were  in  a male  aged  23  months  who  was 
drowned,  and  in  two  males  aged  46  and  48  years  who  v/ere  killed  in  Victoria 
Colliery,  one  by  a moving  coal  cutting  machine  and  the  other  by  a roof  fall. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1957.~Deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 


Male  — 15  minutes 

Atelectasis  of  lung 

Asphyxia  neonatorum 

Congenital  heart  disease 

Male  — 3 weeks 

Acute  gastroenteritis 

Male  ■ — 2 weeks 

Acute  heart  failure 

Congenital  heart  disease 

Female  — 1 hour 

Congenital  heart  disease 

Male  — 2 days 

Atelectasis  neonatorum 

Prematurity 

Male  — 5 months 

Acute  bronchitis 

Male  — 5 months 

Congenital  heart  disease 

Male  — 2 days 

Congestive  cardiac  failure 

Congenital  heart  disease 

Male  — 8 hours 

Atelectasis 

Prematurity.  B.  Wt.  31bs  14ozs. 

Female  — 10  hours 

Atelectasis  and  immaturity 

Male  — 1 day 

Excessive  prematurity.  TWIN  1 

Gestation  30  weeks.  B.  Wt.  21bs.  lOozs. 

Female  — 17  hours 

Excessive  prematurity.  TWIN  2 
Gestation  30  weeks.  B.  Wt.  21bs.  lOozs. 

NOTE. — Causes  of  Prematurity.  The  incidence  of  premature  births 
shows  considerable  local  variation,  ranging  from  5-— 11  per  cent,  of  total 
live  births.  Its  causes  include  multiple  pregnancy,  chronic  disease  in  the 
mother,  untimely  separation  of  the  placenta  and  deformity  of  the  foetus- 
conditions  not  easily  prevented. 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Public  Health  Officesrs  of  the  Local  Authorityt 

L— P.  G.  CANNON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
2.— THOMAS  E.  POINTON,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.L,  Public  Health 
Inspector  (full-time). 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  the  sanitary  authority  responsible  for  the 
environmental  services.  It  delegates  to  its  Health  Committee  “ Authority  and 
power  to  institute  any  proceedings  or  to  do  any  act  which  the  Council  might 
have  instituted  or  done  for  the  suppression  of  nuisances  and  the  safeguarding 
of  public  health  but  not  the  raising  of  any  loans  or  the  making  of  any  rate 
or  contract.” 

The  following  additional  committees  are  responsible  in  one  form  or 
another  with  matters  of  public  health.  Water,  Housing  and  Planning  and 
Buildings. 

The  local  authority  has  no  major  responsibilties  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  has 
not  been  altered  by  it.  The  County  Council  is  both  Local  Health  and  Local 
Sanitary  Authority  as  well  as  Local  Education  Authority.  It  has  assumed 
new  and  diverse  responsibilities  under  the  Act.  It  is  responsible  for  the 
following  services;  maternity  and  child  welfare,  domiciliary  midwifery,  vac- 
cination and  immunisation,  an  ambulance  service,  a health  visiting  service, 
the  administration  of  the  Mental  Services,  “ care  and  after  care  ” and  the 
provision  of  home  nursing  and  “ home  helps.”  Section  21  of  the  Act  imposes 
on  the  County  Council  the  duty  of  providing  Health  Centres. 

The  following  are  the  principal  services  provided  by  the  County  Council 
and  utilised  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Urban  District. 

1 Ambulance  Services  (Section  27) 

There  are  two  vehicles — one  ambulance  and  one  sitting  car — and  a 
staff  of  four  consisting  of  an  ambulance  officer  and  three  drivers.  The  local 
ambulance  station  is  situated  on  Council  premises  which  have  been  made 
available  for  the  use  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

2.  Labwatory  Facilities  (Part,  Section  26) 

Biddulph  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford. 
This  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
It  is  a component  of  a free  national  laboratory  service  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  work  of  the  Laboratory  is  designed  to  assist  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  general  practitioners  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and 


9 


control  of  communicable  diseases.  Its  activities  include  the  examination  of 
throat  and  nose  swabs,  sputum,  blood  and  excreta  of  human  origin  as  aids 
to  diagnosis  of  suspected  and  actual  infectious  diseases.  Its  sanitary  work 
includes  mainly  the  bacteriological  examination  of  drinking  v/ater  and  sewage, 
the  sampling  of  milk  for  cleanliness  and  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus  and  other  pathogenic  organisms,  and  the  sampling  of  ice  cream, 
S3mthetic  cream,  and  shellfish  as  distributed  to  the  user  or  consumer.  Its 
staff  is  available  to  participate  in  the  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  area  which  it  serves  with  the  general  aim  of  preventing  or 
controlling  disease. 

During  1957  the  laboratory  service  investigated  56  specimens  of  sputum 
submitted  for  examination  for  the  tubercule  bacillus.  All  the  specimens  were  - 
examined  by  direct  microscopy  and  five  were  positive  to  this  test.  50  were 
submitted  to  examination  by  cultural  methods,  and  two  of  these  were  positive 
for  tubercle  bacilli.  55  of  these  sputum  specimens  were  sent  by  the  chest 
clinic  and  one  by  a general  practitioner.  The  latter  specimen  was  negative 
on  direct  examination  and  was  not  cultured. 

The  laboratory  examined,  during  1957,  25  specimens  of  faeces,  for 
the  possible  presence  of  poliomyelitis  virus,  in  contacts  of  the  disease.  All 
were  found  to  be  negative. 

31  faeces  specimens  from  food  poisoning  suspects  and  follow-up  cases 
were  also  examined.  14  were  positive  for  Salmonella  typhi-murium  and  one 
was  positive  for  Salmonella  muenster. 

No  nasal  or  throat  swabs  were  examined  in  1957  for  this  area. 

Three  speciments  of  blood  were  taken  by  me  from  the  three  Water 
Works  employees,  and  submitted  by  the  Laboratory  to  the  Widal  test — 
blood  agglutinations  and  clot  culture.  Ail  were  negative.  The  laboratory 
also  examined  blood  taken  by  me  on  behalf  of  a general  practitioner  from  one 
of  his  patients  suspected  to  have  infectious  disease.  The  examination 
was  negative. 

The  laboratory  continues  to  report  on  the  results  of  biological  tests  for 
tuberculosis  in  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  it  by  the  County  Council  and 
sold  retail  in  the  Urban  District.  63  such  samples  were  examined  in  1957, 
and  none  was  found  to  be  positive  to  tuberculosis.  All  the  samples  were 
ordinary  tuberculin  tested  milk.  This  is  the  fourth  successive  year,  and  among 
288  samples,  that  no  positive  samples  of  milk  have  been  recorded.  This  is 
a measure  of  the  improved  conditions  of  milk  production  and  herds.  The 
County  Council  Milk  Sampling  Officer  also  submitted  to  the  laboratory 
during  the  year  209  samples  for  bacteriological  examination.  49  of  these 
were  submitted  to  the  phosphatase  test — a test  for  pasteurisation — and  all 
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passed.  28  were  given  the  turbidity  test — a test  done  on  milk  sold  as  sterilised 
milk — and  all  passed.  181  samples  were  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue 
test — a test  for  bacterial  presence,  which  measures  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk. 
11  samples — all  of  tuberculin-tested  type — failed  to  pass  this  test.  The  pro- 
portion of  failures  was  therefore  6.1  per  cent.,  compared  to  4.7  per  cent,  in 
1956,  9,2  per  cent,  in  1955  and  16  per  cent,  in  1954. 

Of  these  11  samples  of  unsatisfactory  results,  three  were  provided  by 
the  same  producer-retailer  at  Biddulph  Moor  in  March,  September 
and  November.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  milk  production  officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  based  at  Stafford,  but 
little  satisfaction  was  obtained.  The  matter  was  also  referred  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  G.  Ramage. 

Two  of  the  other  unsatisfactory  samples  were  provided  by  another 
producer-retailer,  also  at  Biddulph  Moor,  in  June  and  September, 

A Table  showing  these  results  is  on  Page  13. 

The  position  regarding  milk  supply  has  to  be  constantly  watched,  though 
there  undoubtedly  has  been  a great  improvement  over  the  years. 

The  laboratory  distributes  in  the  prevention  of  disease,  diptheria  pro- 
phylactic, and  calf  lymph  for  smallpox  vaccination.  It  makes  available 
measles  prophylactic  for  the  passive  immunisation  of  contacts  and  distributes 
outfits  for  the  collection  of  pathological  material. 

A stock  of  diptheria  and  whooping  cough  prophylactic  is  kept  in  the 
Council  Office  at  Biddulph  for  the  convenience  of  general  practitioners. 

3.  Maternity,  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  Services  (Sections  23, 
25  and  29). 

There  are  now  two  district  nurse  midwives,  also  one  wholetime  midwife 
and  one  part-time  district  nurse. 

The  Leek  Area  Health  Committee,  under  Section  29,  is  responsible  for 
the  appointment  of  domestic  helps  (home  helps).  Their  function  is  to  give 
assistance  in  the  home  during  the  incapacity  of  a wife  or  mother  and  they 
do  not  undertake  any  nursing  duties.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  in 
Biddulph  to  obtain  persons  willing  to  act  as  domestic  helps — due  to  the 
practice  which  is  widespread  of  married  women  working  full  time  in  industrial 
employment. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible,  as  before,  for  the  other  special  health 
services,  viz.:  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  the  School  Medical  Service, 
There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  the  supervision  of  nursing  mothers  and 
school  children.  Both  have,  in  addition,  duties  under  the  direction  of  the 
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Tuberculosis  Officer  (Chest  Physician),  which  involve  the  supervision  of 
families  with  tuberculosis  and  the  tracing  and  following  up  of  all  contacts 
with  a case  of  active  tuberculosis. 

4.  Hospitals. 

The  following  hospitals  are  available  for  various  forms  of  treatment: 
general,  acute  and  chronic,  sanatoria,  mental  and  infectious  diseases — 
Bucknall  Hospital,  North  Staffs,  Royal  Infirmary,  Haywood  Hospital,  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital,  Hartshill,  Congleton  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Longton 
Cottage  Hospital;  City  General  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Moorlands  Hos- 
pital, Leek,  Cheadle  Hospital,  Westcliffe  Hospital,  Chell,  Groundslow  Sana- 
torium and  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  at  Loggerheads  near  Market  Dray- 
ton, St.  Edward’s  Hospital,  Leek,  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Lymewood  Hospital,  Newcastle  and  Stanfield  Hospital,  Burslem.  All  except 
Copgleton  War  Memorial  Hospital  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  local  Area  Management  Committees. 
Congleton  War  Memorial  Hospital  is  administered  by  Manchester  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Geographical  hospital  boundaries  have  thus  been  greatly 
widened  by  the  Regional  arrangements  under  the  Act  and  as  far  as  this 
district  is  concerned,  have  made  the  problem  of  finding  hospital  accommo- 
dation for  the  acutely  sick  a little  less  difficult  than  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  The  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  chronic  sick  has  increased. 

Maternity  cases,  in  an  emergency,  are  received  at  the  City  General 
Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Part  of  the  maternity  wing  of  the  Haywood 

Hospital  is  now  available  for  normal  cases  without  charge,  and  part  is  still 
on  a fee-paying  basis  (private  beds).  The  majority  of  normal  cases  enter  the 
Limes  Maternity  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

5.  Mortuary. 

The  Council’s  mortuary  is  situated  in  Wharf  Road.  Essential  equipment 
is  provided  by  the  local  authority  and  a mortuary  attendant  is  available  when 
required.  The  mortuary  was  used  on  three  occasions  during  1957. 

As  reported  to  the  Council  by  me  in  April  this  mortuary  is  suitable  for 
the  present  purpose — reception  of  bodies — but  not  for  regular  post  mortems. 
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SECTION  C 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases. 

The  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  showed  an  increase 
compared  to  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  confirmed  notifications  of  infectious  disease  in  1957 
was  283,  compared  to  169  in  1956  and  262  in  1955. 

The  cause  of  the  raised  figure  was  the  increase  of  Measles  cases  from 
99  in  1956  to  218  in  1957. 

A table  showing  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  1957  , 
appears  in  the  report  on  page  19. 

Biddulph  is  fortunate  in  that  the  Infectious  Disease  Isolation  Hospital 
for  the  area  is  at  Bucknall — a comparatively  short  distance  away. 

This  receives  all  types  of  infectious  disease  apart  from  smallpox, 
which  is  treated  elsewhere.  The  Hospital  is  administered  by  the  Stoke-  on- 
Trent  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Admission  is  arranged  directly 
by  the  local  general  practitioners  and  transport  is  provided  by  the  local 
Ambulance  Service. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  Ministry  of  Education  memorandum  on 
the  exclusion  from  school  on  account  of  infectious  illness,  appears  on 
page  20. 

MEASLES. 

218  notifications  of  this  disease  occurred  in  1957.  77%  of  the  cases 

were  in  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year  and  the  remainder  apart 
from  one  case  were  in  the  first  quarter  of  1957.  Three  cases  only  were 
above  the  age  of  10  years.  Four  cases  were  less  than  1 year  old.  Tw'o 
cases  were  sent  to  Bucknall  Hospital — one  a baby  of  1 year  9 months  who 
had  convulsions. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Cases  of  this  disease  have  decreased  over  the  last  three  years.  In  1955 
there  were  58  cases,  in  1956  there  were  19  cases,  and  in  1957,  6 only. 
Four  of  the  six  cases  were  in  the  first  quarter  and  one  in  each  of  the 
second  and  third  quarters.  All  were  children  in  the  three  to  nine  year  age 
group. 

Mothers  should  have  their  children  immunised  against  the  disease. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  such  immunisation  lessens  the  effect  of  the  illness, 
making  it  difficult  to  diagnose  in  many  cases.  The  children  can  be 
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immunised  by  the  general  practioners,  or  at  the  Welfare  Clinic.  The  course 
is  of  three  injections,  one  each  month,  commencing  at  the  age  of  3 months. 
A booster  dose  should  be  given  at  the  age  of  two  years.  No  ill-effects 
occur.  The  figures  for  1957  are  not  available  due  to  pressure  of  work 
of  the  Area  Health  Office. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Of  the  12  cases  which  occurred,  9 were  in  the  first  quarter  and  1 in 
each  of  the  other  quarters.  The  cases  followed  the  outbreak  of  1956  (when 
29  cases  occurred,  23  in  the  last  quarter).  All  the  cases  in  1957  were 
in  children,  only  two  being  over  10  years  of  age.  Four  were  admitted 
to  Bucknall  Hospital.  The  sending  of  children  with  Scarlet  Fever  to 
hospital  is  now  only  done  in  special  cases  e.g.  where  there  is  overcrowding. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Four  cases  of  non-paralytic  type  were  confirmed  during  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year— in  July  a boy  of  6 years,  and  in  August  three  cases— a 
girl  of  10  years  and  two  boys  aged  7 and  12.  The  girl  aged  10  was  of 
great  interest  as  she  had  been  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  by  two 
injections  in  January.  She  was  a visitor  to  Biddulph  and  not  a permanent 
resident. 

All  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  school  contacts  were  excluded 
No  parent  had  to  be  excluded  from.  work. 

The  faeces  of  25  contacts  were  tested  and  found  to  be  free  of  polio- 
myelitis virus. 

A matter  of  note  during  1957  was  the  immunisation  against  acute 
poliomyelitis.  Not  all  children  who  had  applied  were  immunised,  due  to 
shortage  of  supply  of  the  necessary  material. 

ACUTE  PNEUMONIA. 

This  disease  continues  to  occur.  Fourteen  cases  were  notified  7 of  v/hich 
were  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year. 

Ages  ranged  from  2 under  5 years,  aged  1 year  and  17  months,  to  2 
over  65  years,  aged  79  and  81.  The  two  children  under  5 were  treated  at 
Bucknall  Hospital. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

This  showed  no  increase  in  1957,  Two  cases  were  notified,  a male 
aged  35  and  a female  aged  39. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Fourteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  10  only  were  con- 
firmed. Three  separate  families  were  affected,  one  in  April,  one  in  July 
and  ffie  third  in  September. 
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In  the  April  outbreak.  Salmonella  typhimurium  was  responsible  for 
producing  symptoms  of  illness  in  5 members  of  a family  of  7 (parents  and 
5 children).  One  of  the  children  aged  3 years  had  to  be  admitted  to 
Bucknall  Hospital. 

Six  members  of  the  family  were  shown  to  be  carrying  the  causative 
organism.  The  route  of  infection  was  not  found. 

During  July  symptoms  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  occurred  in  a family 
of  parents  and  nine  children — none  older  than  ten  years.  Five  children 
had  some  degree  of  illness.  Only  1 member  of  the  family — a boy  of  4 
years — ^was  found  to  be  carrying  a causative  organism  of  food  poison- 
ing-— Salmonella  muenster. 

In  September  symptoms  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  a small  family 
of  parents  and  two  children.  The  father  only  was  free  of  Salmonella 
typhimurium. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

This  has  again  given  no  cases  in  Biddulph.  A total  of  78  cases 
occurred  in  England  and  Wales,  however,  of  whom  3 died.  The  elimination 
of  this  disease  is  dependent  on  complete  immunisation  of  the  childhood 
population.  Parents  should  be  fully  aware  of  their  duty  to  have  the 
children  immunised  in  infancy.  The  state  of  immunity  is  achieved  by  two 

injections  with  one  month  between,  and  should  be  commenced  at  seven  - 

months  of  age.  A booster  dose  should  be  given  at  age  5 years,  and  it  is 
desirable  to  give  further  boosters  during  school  life.  The  School  Health 
Service  in  Staffordshire  at  present  gives  three  reinforcing  injections  at  ages 
5,  8 and  11  years. 

The  general  practitioners  or  the  welfare  clinic  are  available  to  immunise 
children.  Until  recently  immunisation  was  done  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  by  a course  of  only  three  injections,  using  special  combined 
material.  It  is  also  possible  to  add  protection  against  tetanus  to  the  same 
material.  It  was,  however,  found  that  this  combined  material  was  more 
likely  to  produce  paralysis  if  a child  were  in  the  early  stages  of  poliomyelitis 
when  injected,  than  by  the  use  of  the  separate  material. 

During  the  year,  113  children  of  pre-school  age  (92  under  1 year)  and 
12  of  school  age  received  primary  immunisation.  19  children  between  one 
and  fourteen  years  of  age  (9  aged  one  to  four  years)  received  reinforcing 
dosage.  284  births,  however,  occurred  in  1957,  and  257  in  1956.  It 
would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  immunisation  rate  in  Biddulph  is  low, 
32.4%  approximately,  and  that  parents  are  not  having  their  children 
immunised  as  they  should  do. 
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SMALLPOX. 

Four  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  England  and  Wales  in  1957,  of 
whom  2 died.  This  reminds  the  general  population  that  vaccination  against 
this  disease  should  be  carried  out. 

In  Biddulph,  61  persons  were  vaccinated  during  the  year  for  the  first 
time — 36  under  1 year,  8 of  1 year,  3 of  2-4,  5 of  age  5-14  and  9 of 
15  or  over.  This  gives  a figure  of  vaccination  of  approximately  13.3%— -an 
improvement  on  the  4%  attained  in  1956,  but  not  a satisfactory  level 
nevertheless.  Also  during  the  year  12  re- vaccinations  were  done— 2 of  age 
5-14  and  10  of  age  15  or  over. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  E.  H.  Tomlin,  Area  Medical  Officer,  for  the 
above  figures  relating  to  local  diphtheria  immunisation,  and  smallpox 
vaccination. 

The  suggested  programme  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  is.  Whooping  Cough 
immunisation  injections  at  age  3,  4 and  5 months;  vaccination  against 
smallpox  at  age  6 months,  then  immunisation  injections  against  diphtheria 
at  age  7 and  8 months. 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  only  by  the  general  practitioners  in  Biddulph, 
at  present,  although  I have  asked  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  carry  it  out  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  as  the  present  position  is 
unsatisfactory. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  year  commenced  with  a total  of  112  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register.  During  the  year,  21  persons  were  added— -new  notifications  16, 
inward  transfers  3,  cases  restored  to  register  2. 

A revision  of  the  whole  register,  however,  was  indicated  and,  as  a 
result,  at  31.12.57,  92  names  were  recorded: — Pulmonary  36  male,  45 
female;  Non-pulmonary  1 male,  9 female;  site  not  known  1 female. 

The  ages  of  the  new  pulmonary  cases  are  of  interest — 

Females,  11,  14,  16,  20,  23,  and  34  years. 

Males.  14,  50,  50,  51  and  52  years. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  middle  age  man  is  coming  into  prominence 
as  a potential  case  of  tuberculosis,  and  it  is  on  this  group  that  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service  is  focussing  much  attention. 

Over  the  last  three  years  the  number  of  new  cases  has  been — 1955,  10; 
1956,  6;  1957,  16;  to  give  a proportion  of  cases  in  Biddulph  now  of 
7.0  per  1,000  of  the  population — a high  figure  in  my  opinion. 
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It  has  been  stated  that  there  are  insufficient  mass  radiography  facilities 
in  the  country  to  allow  an  armual  Xray,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
present  services  are  not  being  used  to  their  full  capacity.  I believe  in  an 
annual  Xray  for  all. 

The  health  visitors  provided  in  the  year  29  progress  reports  on  tuber- 
culosis patients  already  on  the  Register  and  8 reports  upon  environmental 
conditions  in  patients  first  diagnosed  or  who  had  moved  into  this  district 
in  1957. 

Progress  reports  should  be  submitted  each  6 months  on  every  patient, 
so  that  we  would  have  expected  about  150  reports.  (29  were  received). 
Environmental  reports  should  be  given  to  each  new  patient  so  that  we 
should  have  received  about  20  (8  were  received). 

The  reason  for  this  lack  was  the  absence  of  one  of  the  two  health 
visitors  for  six  months. 

OPHIKALMIA  NEONATORUM* 

This  disease  was  notified  in  a child  of  18  days.  It  is  a condition 
defined  as  “ a purulent  discharge  from  the  eyes  commencing  within  twenty- 
one  days  from  the  date  of  birth.” 

Various  cases,  apart  from  those  previously  mentioned  were  admitted 
to  Bucknall  Hospital  during  the  year: — 

(a)  GASTRO  ENTERITIS. 

Four  cases  of  non-specific  gastro  enteritis  (no  causative  organisms  were 
found)  were  admitted  to  Bucknall  Hospital  in  1957 — in  February  a male 
of  1 year  9 months,  in  March  a female  of  9 months,  in  May  a female  of 
3 months,  in  July  a male  of  2 months. 

Admitted  to  Bucknall  Hospital  in  September  was  a male  aged  19  days 
with  severe  gastro  enteritis  due  to  a Staphylococcus.  The  child  recovered. 
The  twin  of  this  child  died  before  admission,  from  the  same  condition. 
Home  conditions  were  not  ideally  clean,  but  no  actual  explanation  was 
found  for  the  disease. 

(b)  TETANUS. 

One  case  of  post  operative  tetanus  occurred  in  March  in  a Biddulph 
woman  aged  41,  the  disease  being  contracted  in  North  Staffordshire  Royal 
Infirmary.  She  was  in  Bucknall  Hospital  for  6 weeks  and  was  left  only 
with  some  trismus  and  weakness  of  the  legs. 


ANTHRAX. 

Under  the  Anthrax  order,  1938,  one  farm  was  declared  an  infected 
Place  in  January,  due  to  the  presence  of  an  animal  suspected  to  have 
Anthrax.  The  disease  was  confirmed  in  one  four  year  old  Shorthorn,  and 
the  carcase  disposed  of  by  cremation. 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

Under  1 year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

5—9  ” ;;; 

10—14  „ 

15—24  „ 

25  and  over 

Age  unknown 

Total  (All  Ages) 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

16 

16 

4 

59 

1 

3 

8 

10 

14 

13 

67 

2 

7 

5 

4 

2 

— 

— 1 3 

1 

101 

1 117 

— 

— 

- 1 - 1 - 1 - 

Numbers  originally  notified  ... 

Total  (All  Ages) 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Enteric  or 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Pneur 

nonia 

Infe( 

nive 

Po 

infec 

st- 

tious 

Fe 

ver 

Fet 

/ers 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

9 

6 

- 

- 1 

1 

7 

7 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

Under  5 years 

5 — 14  years 

15—44  „ 

45—64  „ 

65  and  over 

Age  unknown 

Total  (All  Ages) 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

9 

5 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Numbers  originally  notified 

Total  (All  Ages) 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Notihi 

able  Diseases 

Respiratory 

Meninges 

1 M O 

Orig 

inal 

Fir 

lal 

dliu  V 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

j M 

F 

5 

6 

- 

- 

1 ■ 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

Under  5 years 

5 — 14  years 

15—24  „ 

25—44  „ 

45—64  „ 

65  and  over 

Age  unknown 

Total  (All  Ages) 

j 

2 

3 

1 

1 

^ 1 “ I 

— 1 

— 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

2 

1 

- 1 . 1 

-1 

1 

5 

6 

- 

- 

1 

4 
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SECTION  D 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  three  sources  of  supply  namely  the  Elmhurst  Borehole,  Biddulph 
Park  Springs  and  Nettlebeds  Well,  have  continued  to  maintain  a high 
yield  throughout  the  year. 

In  October  the  new  borehole  and  booster  pumps  at  Elmhurst  were 
brought  into  operation,  replacing  the  temporary  pumps  which  had  served 
in  the  borehole  and  the  old  electric  and  oil  engine  booster  pumps. 

Work  is  proceeding  at  Biddulph  Park  Springs  on  the  installation  of 
pumping  plant  which  will  render  redundant  the  present  open  storage 
reservoirs  and  feed  the  water  from  the  springs  direct  into  the  mains. 

It  may  therefore  be  anticipated  that  during  the  coming  year  all  open 
storage  will  be  eliminated  and  pumping  and  treatment  will  be  brought 
substantially  into  a fully  automatic  basis. 

Supplies  to  consumers  have  generally  been  adequate  and  constant 
with  the  exception  of  a section  of  the  Park  Lane  area  where  increaced 
housing  development  has  brought  some  supply  difficulties. 

The  extension  of  the  6"  main  terminating  at  Robin  Hill  to  complete 
the  link  between  the  Biddulph  Moor  area  and  Knypersley  is,  however, 
proceeding. 

Its  completion  early  in  the  ensuing  year  will  make  good  the  deficiencies 
in  this  area. 

4,061  houses  have  a piped  supply  direct  to  the  premises.  There 
are  62  houses  without  a piped  supply.  98.5  per  cent,  of  the  population 
is  thus  receiving  water  from  public  mains. 

QUALITY. 

(1)  BACTERIOLCXilCAL. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  Council’s  main  sources  of  supply  were 
genecally  satisfactory.  6 samples  from  the  Biddulph  Park  piped  supply 
and  3 from  the  Whitemoor  supply  were  unsatisfactory,  but  follow-up 
samples  from  the  same  sources  were  satisfactory. 

(2)  CHEMICAL. 

Samples  from  the  Council’s  supply  were  satisfactory.  The  Nettlebeds 
supply  has  a solvent  action  on  lead  and  is  treated  with  lime  before  being 
pumped  into  the  distribution  system. 
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A total  of  34  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  supply  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  2 for  chemical  analysis. 

Samples  were  also  taken  from  2 private  supplies  and  were  satisfactory. 

MONTHLY  YIELD  OF  WATER  SUPPUES  AT  SOURCE  (1957) 

(per  24  hours.) 


Elmhurst 

Biddulph  Park 

Nettlebeds 

Borehole. 

Springs. 

Well. 

Januarv  

. 255,000  galls. 

87,000  galls. 

26,000  galls. 

February  

. 262,000 

>> 

88,000  ” 

26,000  ” 

March  

. . 260,000 

>> 

90,000  ” 

29,000  ” 

April  

..  278,000 

>> 

90,000  ” 

27,000  ” 

May  

..  296,000 

87,000  ” 

22,000  ” 

June  

..  325,000 

5> 

82,000  ” 

26,000  ” 

July  

. . 326,000 

77,000  ” 

20,000  ” 

August  

..  306,000 

5> 

82,000  ” 

22,000  ” 

September  

..  305,000 

yy 

92,000  ” 

23,000  ” 

October  

. . 289,000 

yy 

102,000  ” 

24,000  ” 

November  

283,000 

yy 

100,000  ” 

20,000  ” 

December  

..  286,000 

yy 

97,000  ” 

17,000  ” 

Total  water 

drawn 

from 

the  above  sources 

during  the 

year — 147,134,000  gallons. 

Number  of  metered  supplies — 270. 

Total  water  supplied  by  meter — 21,717,000  gallons.  (40%  of  this 
quantity  used  by  two  industrial  undertakings). 

Overall  consumption  per  head  per  day — 31  gallons  approx. 

Overall  consumption  (non-metered  supplies  only)  per  head  per  day— 26 
gallons  approx. 
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BIDDULPH  PARK  DISTRIBUTION  AREA 
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Nettlebeds  Well  11  Satisfactory  2 — Satisfactory 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewage  works  have  been  operating  satisfactorily,  with  a satisfactory 
effluent  and  no  complaints  of  pollution. 

Difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  sludge  and  when 
stocks  have  accumulated  it  has  to  be  moved  to  any  available  site,  generallv 
to  farmers. 

Conversion  Scheme. — The  Council’s  conversion  scheme,  commenced  in 
1951,  was  completed  during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  a few  conversions 
held  up  for  possible  action  under  the  Housing  Acts.  The  scheme  covered 
a total  of  700  conversions  situated  throughout  the  Urban  District  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  687  had  been  completed,  at  an  estimated  cost  to  the 
Council  of  approximately  £7,000.  The  Council  made  a grant  of  50%  of 
the  cost  of  each  conversion  and  although  the  estimated  total  of  £7,000 
appears  high,  the  loan  charges  on  this  amount  were  largely  met  by  the 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  nightsoil  collection. 

There  is  still  a considerable  number  of  properties  in  the  area  served 
by  pail  closets  and  privies,  456  in  all,  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  circumstances 
permit  the  Council  will  consider  the  extension  of  the  main  sewerage  system 
to  some  of  these  areas,  so  that  further  conversions  can  be  carried  out. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  houses  served  by  water  closets  3,667 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privies  16 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privy  pails  440 

Particulars  of  conversions  made  during  the  year: — 

Pails  converted  to  water  closets  4 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  — 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

New  public  conveniences  were  opened  during  the  year  in  Wharf  Road, 
for  males  and  females.  They  replaced  the  old  ones  which  had  been  in 
use  for  very  many  years  and  which  were  far  below  modem  requirements. 
It  is  regretted  that  within  a few  weeks  of  being  opened,  the  conveniencies 
were  maliciously  damaged.  It  is  a difficult  matter  to  prevent  this  damage 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  general  public  will  co-operate  in  helping  the  Council 
to  stamp  out  this  vandalism. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the 
direct  labour.  A weekly  service  of  refuse  and  salvage  collection  is  given 
to  all  parts  of  the  district,  except  for  a few  houses  in  the  outlying  parts 
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of  the  district  which  receive  a fortnightly  service.  Two  vehicles  are  used 
for  the  purpose,  a 10  cubic  yard  side  loading  lorry  and  a multi-purpose 
machine  fitted  with  an  800  gallon  cesspool  and  gully  emptying  body  and  an 
interchangeable  refuse  collection  body. 

This  all  purpose  vehicle,  purchased  in  1956,  is  giving  excellent  service. 
It  is  used  for  gully  emptying,  cesspool  and  septic  tank  emptying,  nightsoil 
collection  and  sewer  flushing  work. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Black  Bull  and 
all  nightsoil  is  tipped  into  the  main  sewer.  No  difficulty  was  experienced 
from  fires  on  the  refuse  tip  but  careful  watch  has  to  be  kept  to  prevent 

an  outbreak,  particularly  as  much  trespass  takes  place  outside  working 
hours. 

SALVAGE. 

The  Council  was  still  restricted  in  the  tonnage  of  waste  paper  despatched 
to  the  mills,  15  tons  per  month  being  our  quota.  This  was  maintained 

without  any  difficulty,  and  it  is  hoped  that  conditions  will  im.prove  to 
such  an  extent  that  we  can  send  unlimited  tonnage,  thereby  increasing  the 

income  from  this  source.  The  Council  continued  its  bonus  scheme  during 
the  year,  with  good  results. 

The  weight  of  waste  paper  sold  during  the  year  was  the  highest  ever, 
194  tons  value  £1,476  compared  with  188  tons  value  £1,438  for  the 
previous  year.  Income  from  salvage  for  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March, 
1958,  was  £1,450  compared  with  £1,543  for  the  previous  year. 


Details  of  income  are  as  follows: — 

£ s.  d. 

Waste  paper  183  tons  3 cwts 1,433  14  2 

Miscellaneous  16  15  6 


1,450  9 8 


During  the  12  years  April,  1946  to  March,  1958  salvage  to  the 
value  of  £13,220  has  been  sold. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  work  undertaken  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  etc.,  during  the  year.  77  complaints  were  received 
and  investigated.  25  Preliminary  Notices  and  7 Statutory  Notices  were 
served. 
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Inspections  made 
with  respect  to 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Nuisances 
or  defects 
reported 

Re-visits 

made 

Nuisances 
or  defects 
remedied 

P.H.A.— 

Housing  and  other 

defects 

93 

78 

112 

72 

Water  supply 

10 

— 



Drains — 

Inspected  or  tested  

68 

24 

134 

24 

Conversion  Scheme 

2 

— 

58 

Watercourses,  ditches,  etc. 

29 

— 





Sewers  

20 

13 

5 

13 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

7 

— 

__ 

Public  Conveniences  . . . 

20 

— 



- 

Miscellaneous  

80 

— 

— 

— 

Other  visits: — 

Respecting  infectious  diseases  46 

Respecting  disinfection  12 

Respecting  refuse  and  nightsoil  collection  141 

Respecting  salvage  ; 12 

Miscellaneous  visits  131 

Interviews— owners  and  tradesmen  39 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS, 


There  are  no  licensed  sites,  nor  tents,  vans  and  sheds  in  the  area  and 
no  applications  for  licences  were  received. 


FILTHY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

The  problem  of  two  aged  persons  living  alone  and  in  unsatisfactory 
conditions  Vv^ere  kept  under  observation  during  the  year.  It  was  not  necessary 
ta  take  any  Statutory  action  but  regular  visits  were  necessary  in  an  effort 
to  maintain  reasonable  standards  of  cleanliness.  No  verminous  premises 
were  found. 

SHOPS  ACT, 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  has  delegated  its  powers  under  the 
Shops  Act  to  this  authority.  The  duties  of  Shops  Inspector  are  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

There  are  151  premises  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act.  It  was  found  that  generally  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  being 
complied  with.  The  majority  of  the  shops  close  well  before  the  per- 
mitted hours,  which  in  this  area,  are  as  late  as  the  Shops  Act  permit, 
but  the  owners  of  the  mixed  type  of  business,  with  different  closing  hours 
for  different  types  of  goods,  and  mobile  shops,  are  not  all  keeping  to  the 
permitted  hours.  The  matter  is  under  constant  observation. 
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Few  shops  in  the  area  have  employees  and  no  contraventions  of  the 
Act  concerning  working  hours,  half-day  closing,  etc.,  were  observed. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  an  order  varying  the  hours  of 
closing  for  a few  days  prior  to  Christmas. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949, 
the  local  authority  is  responsible  for  ensuring  as  far  as  possible  that  the 
district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  Occupiers  have  a legal  respons- 
ibility to  notify  the  local  authority  if  rats  and  mice  are  living  on  or 
resorting  to  their  land  and  buildings  in  substantial  numbers. 

A further  maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers  was  carried 
out,  revealing  as  in  recent  years  little  evidence  of  rats.  The  refuse  tip  at 
Black  Bull  and  the  sewage  works  were  treated  as  and  when  necessary. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  work  undertaken  during  the  year. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 
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VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out — including  re-treatments  . 


Form  572 


FACTORIES  ACI\  1937 


1 , Inspections 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  without  mechanical 
power  (S. 1.2. 3. 4.6.)  

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  with  mechanical 
power  (S.7)  

28 

12 

— 

(hi)  Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(excluding  out-workers’  pre- 
mises)   

4 

6 

(iv)  Outworkers  

16 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

49 

19 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were 

Found 

Particulars 

Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

1 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

— • 

— 

-- 

Other  offences  

3 

1 

Total  ... 

4 

— 

1 
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SECTION  E-HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise 43 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  22 

Total  ...  65 

L Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  25 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  112 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  -- 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  9 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  2 (a)  above) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  10 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  Service  of  Formai 
Notices. 

Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  22 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Notices  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  — 

(b)  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  7 

(c)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal 

Notices  6 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  9 

(e)  Number  of  houses  included  under  sub-head  3 (d)  above, 

in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  accepted  by  the 
Council  — 

(f)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  3 

(g)  Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  — 

(h)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  5 
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SECTION  F 


Milk  Supply. 

The  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological  cleanliness^  biological  testing 
and  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is  carried  out  by  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  through  its  milk  sampling  officers. 

Since  1st  October,  1954,  when  new  regulations  came  into  operation, 
only  three  types  of  milk  may  now  be  sold  in  the  area,  namely,  “ Tuberculin 
Tested,”  “ Pasteurised  ” and  “ Sterilised.”  Ail  milk  sold  retail  is  now 
bottled,  with  a resulting  great  reduction  in  the  risk  of  contamination.  The 
new  regulations  have  changed  considerably  the  retail  milk  business  in  the 
area  and  have  resulted  in  many  shop-keepers  dealing  in  “ Sterilised  ” milk. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  under  the  various  regulations  for 


special  designated  milk  is  as  follows: — 

Dealers’ 

Supplementary 

Licences 

Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  

17 

8 

Pasteurised  

2 

9 

Sterilised  

43 

9 

There  is  one  dairy,  other  than  producers’  premises,  registered  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  and  40  persons  are  registered  as  dis- 
tributors of  milk.  A total  of  49  visits  and  inspections  was  made  to  farms, 
dairies  and  milk  shops. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  The  Council 
considered  that  the  needs  of  the  district  were  adequately  met  by  the  use  of 
these  three  premises.  Only  four  of  the  local  butchers  use  the  slaughterhouses, 
the  remainder  preferring  to  buy  their  meat  from  wholesalers  outside  the 
district.  The  resumption  of  private  slaughtering  has  created  the  additional 
duties  of  meat  inspection  and  as  a considerable  amount  of  slaughtering  takes 
place  outside  normal  office  hours,  inspections  have  had  to  be  made  in  the 
evening  and  at  week-ends.  A 100  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  animals  has 
been  maintained. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  in- 
spected   

38 

626 

13 

1,500 

580 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticeixd 
Whole  carcases  c o n - 
demned  

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

1 

50 

134 

29 

Percentages  

2.7% 

8% 

— 

8.1% 

5% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  c o n - 
demned  

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

8 

90 

9 

Percentages  

21% 

14% 

— 

— 

1.6% 

Gysticerocosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  



3 



i 

1 — 

Wei^ts  Condemaued 

Meat  (2  part  carcases)  65  lbs. 

Offal  (Head  and  tongue,  lungs,  liver,  heart,  etc.)  2,773  lbs. 


Total  ...  2,838  lbs. 


All  condemned  meat  is  stained  green  before  leaving  the  slaughterhouse 
and  is  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  purposes. 

There  are  18  men  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts. 

The  sampling  of  food  and  drugs  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Axts  is 
carried  out  by  the  Staffordshire  Covinty  Council. 
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Ice  Cream  and  Preserved  Food  Premises. 

Ice  Cream. — There  are  39  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  of  which  only  5 manufacture  ice-cream,  the  remaining  34  sell 
a pre-packed  product.  Of  the  5 manufacturers  two  produce  a heat-treated 
ice-cream  in  accordance  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  and  three 
produce  a cold  mix.  Conditions  of  manufacture  and  storage  v/ere  generally 
satisfactory. 

Six  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  to  denote  the 
standard  of  cleanliness.  All  were  reported  as  Provisional  Grade  1. 

Food  Preparing  Premises.-— -There  are  11  premises  registered  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  8 of  which  are  butchers. 

Food  Hygiene  Regfulations,  1955. 

The  whole  of  these  Regulations  were  in  force  on  1st  July,  1956. 
They  add  a number  of  new  provisions  in  respect  of  the  hygienic  handling 
of  food  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  premises,  stalls,  vehicles, 
etc.,  where  food  is  handled. 

All  types  of  food  premises  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations 
and  inspections  are  being  made  to  ascertain  what  premises  do  not  comply 
with  the  P.egulations.  81  premises  were  inspected  and  27  notices  served 
on  the  occupiers  drawing  their  attention  to  contraventions.  42  contraven- 
tions and  defects  were  reported.  83  re-inspections  were  made. 

The  following  is  summary  of  the  various  types  of  food  premises  in 
the  area,  together  with  details  of  the  number  of  inspections  made  (excluding 
inspections  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations). 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  • 

39 

20 

Butchers’  Shops  13  25 

General  Food  Premises  87  22 


Bakehouses  

4 

7 

Slaughterhouses  

3 

486 

Canteens,  Kitchens,  etc 

14 
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RAINFALL  FOR  1957 


These  figures  were  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  J.  C.  Lambert,  Secretary 
of  the  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 


Rainfall 

Rainfall 

Month 

in  inches 

Month 

in  inches 

January  

1.85 

July  

6.55 

February  

2.63 

August  

4.76 

March  

3.51 

September  

6.92 

April  

0.61 

October  

3.15 

May  

1.60 

November  

1.72 

June  

2.28 

December  

3.27 

Total  38»85  mches 
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